The discussion which has lately been brought to a close in the Paris Academy of Medicine regarding purulent infection, cannot fail to interest surgeons in this part of the world, notwithstanding the fact that the opinions expressed during the recent debate were, as a general rule, neither original nor very conclusive.
The members of the Academy seem to have been pretty nearly equally divided, the views of one portion of the assembly being explained by M. Guiven, and the other by M. Verneuil. The former surgeon maintains that septicaemia can only arise from the introduction of a specific poison from without through a wounded surface, and so into the blood: the poison, in fact, being inoculated into the system in the same manner as the poison of vaccine or syphilis might be, before it can produce its specific effects on those amenable to its influence. M. Ver 
